Institutional Priorities Jayhawk Rising
	Student Success
	Healthy Communities
	Research and Discovery



Institutional Learning Goals (4)
	Analytical Reasoning 

Effective Communication
	Social Awareness and Cultural Understanding
	Creative Inquiry and Discovery



Objectives
	Analytical Reasoning:  Access, evaluate, and use qualitative and/or quantitative information to identify patterns, formulate and support interpretations.

Effective Communication: articulate written and oral material in a clear and organized manner.
	Social Awareness and Cultural Understanding: Greater awareness of local, national and global social and cultural differences. 
	Creative Inquiry and Discovery:
Developing the skills for independent research and creative works.  



Learning Outcomes
	Analytical Reasoning: Upon completion students will demonstrate basic statistical analysis, write a literature review, evaluate qualitative and quantitative information.   

Effective Communication: Upon completion students will demonstrate listening, questioning, and articulating thoughts and ideas clearly and effectively in a range of contexts using a variety of means and modalities.
	Social Awareness and Cultural Understanding: Upon completion students will develop a critical and reflective awareness of social, global, and cultural differences (including ability, language, class, gender, sexuality, religion, nationality, ethnicity, indigeneity, and/or race) and their impacts on relationships.
	Creative Inquiry and Discovery: Upon completion students will apply cognitive skills and a broad array of knowledge to promote inquiry, discover solutions, and generate new ideas and creative works. 




Measures and Metrics 
	Analytical Reasoning 


Students will be able to test theories, develop a research question and hypothesis.

Students will integrate information from a variety of authoritative sources appropriate for their analysis (literature review)

Students will interpret or evaluate basic statistical information.  

Effective Communication

Students will compose professional communications in written and/or oral formats. This includes written assignments, either short essays and reactions papers and/or longer research papers as well as in class presentations and/or debates. 
	Social Awareness and Cultural Understanding

Students will demonstrate intercultural awareness in their analysis of political behavior, institutions, or phenomena

Integrate cultural awareness and an understanding of their own and other’s identity into their analysis
	Creative Inquiry and Discovery


Students will be able to develop an original research project and ideas as well as collect and evaluate  primary and/or secondary data. 





Assessment Course and Materials (artifacts) 
Example POLS 206, selected learning goal Analytical Reasoning
	Students will be able to test theories, develop a research question and hypothesis.

Assignments #1
Deductive Theory and Hypotheses
Assignment #6
Research Design Outline
Final Paper—Research Design

	Students will integrate information from a variety of authoritative sources appropriate for their analysis (literature review)

Assignments #2 
Literature Review
Final Paper—Research Design

	Students will interpret or evaluate basic statistical information.  



Assignments #3, #4, #5, #7 and #8
Constructing and evaluating Bivariate Tables; Understanding Mean, Median and Mode; Graphs; Correlations and evaluating regression tables 



The PAC (POLS Assessment Committee) has a chair and 2-3 committee members.
PAC will assess learning objectives and goals annually, but not all classes and all goals. Once a year the committee will select ONE learning goal and then take a selection (2 or 3 courses) of introduction, 300 and 400 level classes as well as a selection of graduate classes.  There may be an overlap in courses and learning goals.  For example, the capstone, POLS 206 or POLS 705 courses may include Analytical Reasoning, Effective Communication and Creative Inquiry and Discovery. So, we can use the same course to measure different goals over the years. 
Artifacts can be uploaded by the professor of the selected class to Canvas, and the PAC members will have access to the Canvas site.  
In Spring, the PAC can select one learning goal and several classes (2 or 3) for evaluations. Let the instructors know the assessment and collection of materials will occur for their Spring course.  In Fall, the PAC will make an assessment report based on the collected artifacts.  This is no more than one or two pages demonstrating how the course and the artifacts meet the expected learning goal. 
**I am still working on an outline or rubric for the assessment report. 
This is a draft POLS learning assessment model (November 2024).    
