Faculty Meeting April 19 Graduate Program 
Exam system and course scheduling 

Faculty agreed on No Minor Subfield Exam and instead the students take one major subfield exam and write a research paper. In addition, students must take POLS 850, 870 and either 810 or 720.

The exam is written and graded by the subfield committee.

The research paper is written over the course of one semester. Students in the Fall semester of their third year will attend POLS 997 Preparation for the Comprehensive Examination. Students will have a research paper guideline that also serves as a rubric for grading.  The subfield committee grades the research paper and the written exam. 

The student takes the written major subfield exam in the middle of the semester and the subfield committee grades the exam. Then near the end of the semester the student submits the research paper to the committee two weeks before the oral exam.  The subfield committee reads and grades the written paper. The oral exam is split into two parts. The first is to address the questions from the major subfield exam.  The second is the research paper presentation and questions from the committee.  Then a committee decision passing the exam/paper. If a student fails the written exam or the research paper, then they can take the exam again and/or revise the research paper and resubmit it to oral exam committee.    

It is possible that sometimes we may need to have the oral exam in early February (early Spring in the third year), but the written work (exam and research paper) is completed in Fall. 

Students are expected to defend their dissertation prospectus at the end of the Spring in the third year.  

Graduate students take the intro to all subfield courses and their major field courses.

	
	Methods
	American Politics /Public Policy
	Comparative
	International Relations

	Fall 1
	POLS 705 / 707
	Core Elective
	Core Elective
	Core Elective

	Spring 1
	POLS 706 / **
	POLS 720 Public Pol*
	POLS 850 CP
	Core Elective

	Fall 2
	POLS 705 / 707
	Core Elective
	Core Elective
	Core Elective

	Spring 2
	POLS 706 / **
	POLS 810 AP*
	Core Elective
	POLS 870 IR


*Students must take POLS 850, 870 and either 810 or 720
**Alternative methods (quantitative or qualitative) course in POLS or a course outside of POLS.

One question remaining from the April 19th meeting in the research paper outline and rubric.  A proposed research paper outline is sent to the faculty and faculty members are welcome to make comments and suggestions. A committee consisting of one member from each subfield will review the comments and put together a final research paper outline.    
