Graduate Program and changes based on the December 1, 2023 faculty meeting discussion: After a discussion and departmental input, the faculty came up with a general agreement regarding the changes as listed below. 
1.) Degree requirements (preparing for exams and time to degree completion)
a.) POLS will Eliminate the Minor Requirement. This is good because the College will eliminate all minors for the PhD program next year. 
b.) Reduce required credit hours from 48 to 43. The College and KBOR do not have a minimum credit hours requirement for PhDs. Thus, POLS will eliminate the minor field and reduce required credit hours to 43. 
9 hours required methods (705, 706, 707)
9 hours required subfield core courses (850, 870, 810/720)
9 hours major subfield  
9 hours minor subfield 
1 hour field paper exam (997)
6 hours for dissertation hours (999) 
43 hours total 
c.) Require to take three out four core fields 810, 720, 850 and 870.  
d.) The graduate committee will assign faculty mentors for all incoming graduate students. This may be different from an advisor. The mentor will help guide the student through the program and answer questions regarding the program and KU. The student will select an official advisor by the second year before the exam and paper.  
2.) Exam Requirements 
POLS will drop the second subfield exam for a major subfield research paper.  The written exam will consist of one major subfield exam and one major subfield research paper.  For the oral exam, the student will address questions from the written exam and provide a research presentation of the field paper.  
Students register for a POLS 997 (minimum 1 credit hour) course with their advisor for one semester and they write a paper based on their research interest using a clear research paper rubric that will be used to evaluate the paper. The paper can be a substantial revision to a term paper that involved some sort of original data or systematic research analysis. 

Possible Curriculum path (Four Years):
Fall (First Semester): 705, Core field course, Core field course 
Spring (Second Semester): 706, 850, Core field course, 

Fall (Third Semester): 707, One Core field course, One Core field course 
Spring (Fourth Semester): POLS 810/POLS720 (offered alternate years), POLS 870, Core field course  

Fall (Fifth Semester): Written and Oral Exam, POLS 997 (written research paper) Presentation  
Spring (Sixth Semester): Prospectus defense, Dissertation hours 

Fall (Seventh Semester): Dissertation hours
Spring (Eighth Semester): Dissertation hours and Dissertation Defense

Four Year Plan PhD program and Courses 
	Fall (Semester 1)
	POLS 705
	Core Elective (A#1)
	Core Elective (B#1)

	Spring 
(Semester 2)
	POLS 706
	Subfield Intro Course #1
	Core Elective (B#2)

	Fall 
(Semester 3)
	POLS 707
	Core Elective (A#2)
	Core Elective (B#3

	Spring 
(Semester 4)
	Subfield Intro Course #2 (alternate years)
	Subfield Intro Course #3
	Core Elective (A#3)

	Fall 
(Semester 5)
	Written Exam
	POLS 997 (written research paper)
	Oral Exam and Research Presentation

	Spring 
(Semester 6)
	Prospectus defense
	Dissertation hours
	Dissertation hours

	Fall 
(Semester 7)
	Dissertation hours
	Dissertation hours
	Dissertation hours

	Spring 
(Semester 8)
	Dissertation hours
	Dissertation Defense
	



POLS Schedule Course Offerings1 
	[bookmark: _Hlk153801136]
	American
	Public Policy
	Comparative
	International Relations

	Fall 2024
	POLS 716 Political Behavior
	POLS 716 Political Behavior
	POLS 769 CP Elective
	POLS 973 IPE

	Spring 2025
	POLS 810 American Politics
	POLS 810 American Politics
	POLS 850 CP
	POLS 972 Theories of International Conflict

	Fall 2025
	POLS 911/915
	POLS 820/825
	POLS 857 CP Behavior
	POLS 970 Foreign Policy Analysis

	Spring 2026

	POLS 913 State and Local Politics
	POLS 720 Public Policy
	POLS 851 CP Institutions
	POLS 870 IR



1. In Fall of 2024 both POLS 973 and POLS 870 will have to be taught in order to provide the course for the current students. After this, the course should be offered every other spring after Spring 2026. (Unless grad program and enrollments change).


