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Dr.	Yuleng	Zeng,	University	of	Salzburg	

Abstract:	The	sanctions-busting	 literature	suggests	that	
United	 States	 allies	 are	 more	 likely	 than	 non-allies	 to	
sabotage	 US	 efforts	 to	 isolate	 sanction	 targets.	 Other	
research	suggests	 that	US	sanctions	can	motivate	 third-
party	compliance	with	US-favored	export	controls	against	
its	sanction	targets.	Taken	together,	these	findings	leave	
open	the	question	of	how	affinity	with	the	US	conditions	
dual-use	exports	to	its	sanction	targets.	We	demonstrate	
that	US	allies	are	more	integrated	in	the	global	dual-use	
goods	 trade	 networks	 and	 are	more	 trusted	 by	 the	 US.	

They	 thus	have	more	opportunities	 to	engage	 in	 sanctions	busting	behavior.	Once	
controlling	for	this	opportunity,	we	find	that	US	alliance	is	associated	with	lower	dual-
use	 exports	 to	 US-sanctioned	 states.	 Furthermore,	 we	 show	 that	 target	 states’	
political	distance	from	exporters,	as	well	as	their	integration	in	global	trade	networks,	
are	 critical	 confounders	 of	 this	 association.	 Political	 distance	 with	 target	 states	
reduces	 incentives	 to	 engage	 in	 sanctions-busting.	 But	 when	 sanctioned	 states	
become	 sufficiently	 integrated	 in	 the	 networks	 of	 controlled	 dual-use	 goods,	 the	
initial	negative	impact	of	political	distance	dissipates.	
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