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20th Century US History
This course provides graduate students with a working knowledge of 20th century U.S. historiography.  We will focus on domestic issues pertinent to the history of equality, democratic practice, and political economy.
Requirements and Grading

Engaged Participation and Seminar Presentations      
 50%

· You are required to attend and participate in each seminar meeting.

· You are required to present two recommended books through a collaborative process that deploys a digital aspect.  You also will help lead the seminar twice during the semester, again using some of the skills laid out in the AHA “jobs and professional development” site (see required reading for January 28).
Short Papers




25%

· You are required to write three short papers.  You may pick any three of the assignments listed below.
Final Essay




25%

· You will receive a final essay question on April 29. The 3000 words response to that question is due May 6, by 4pm.
Required Books
Buy the books on-line or at a bookstore or take them out of the library.  I have asked that a copy of each book be placed on reserve.  The articles listed on the course schedule are available on-line through the library.  
Nell Painter, Standing at Armageddon, Norton, 2008
Lisa McGirr, The War on Alcohol, Norton, 2016
Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects, Princeton, 2004
Alan Brinkley, The End of Reform, Vintage, 1996
Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumers’ Republic, Vintage, 2003

Margot Canaday, The Straight State, Princeton, 2009
Tom Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty, Random House, 2008
Darren Dochuk, From Bible Belt to Sun Belt, Norton, 2010

Julian Zelizer, The Fierce Urgency of Now, Penguin, 2015
Jeffferson Cowie, Stayin’ Alive, New Press, 2010 
Lily Geismer, Don’t Blame Us, Princeton, 2015

Daniel Rodgers, Age of Fracture, Harvard, 2011

Schedule

January 28
Introduction
Required: 
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-diversity-for-historians/career-diversity-resources/five-skills
February 4
America Triumphant


Required:
Nell Painter, Standing at Armageddon (2009)  
Daniel Rogers, “In Search of Progressivism,” Reviews in American History 10:4 (1982)
Daniel Immerwahr, “The Greater United States: Territory and Empire in U.S. History,” Diplomatic History 40:3 (2016)
Recomended: 
Eric Rauchway, Blessed Among Nations: How the World Made America (2006)

Michael McGerr, A Fierce Discontent (2003)




Daniel Rogers, Atlantic Crossings (1998)





Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform (1956)


Robert Wiebe, A Search for Order (1966)


            

February 11
The Reactionary State


Required:  
Lisa McGirr, The War on Alcohol (2016)


Recommended:   
Linda Gordon, The Second Coming of the Ku Klux Klan (2017) 




David Blight, Race and Reunion (2002)





Beverly Gage, The Day Wall Street Exploded (2010)

Assignment:
Write a JAH-style review of The War on Alcohol (800 words). Due in class.

February 18  
American Identity and American Immigration



Required: 
Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects (2004)



Recommended:
Kelly Hernandez, Migra! (2010)




Jon Bodner, The Transplanted (1987)




Erika Lee and Judy Yung, Angel Island (2012)

Assignment:
Write a JAH-style review of Impossible Subjects (800 words). Due in class.
February 25
Inventing Modern Liberalism


Required:  
Alan Brinkley, The End of Reform (1996)





Alonzo L. Hamby, “The New Deal: Avenues for Reconsideration,” 




Polity, Vol. 31, No. 4 (Summer, 1999), pp. 665-681


Recommended: 
William Leuchtenburg, Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal (1963)




Gary Gerstle and Steve Fraser, The Rise and Fall of the New Deal 




Order (1990)





David Kennedy, Freedom From Fear (2001)






James Sparrow, Warfare State (2011)



Assignment: 
Based on your reading of Brinkley and Leuchtenburg: 





How essential was Franklin Roosevelt to the forging of modern 




political liberalism? 800 – 1000 words. Bring your completed essay to 




the seminar meeting.
March 4

 The Politics of Consumption


Required: 
Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumers’ Republic (2003)
Matt Klingle, “Spaces of Consumption in Environmental History,” History and Theory 42 (December 2003): 94-110
Recommended:
Andrew Needham, Power Lines (2014)


Kenneth Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier (1987)

Assignment:
Matt Klingle wants scholars to historicize “the spaces of consumption.” What does he mean and do you think that Cohen pulls off this kind of analysis in A Consumers’ Republic?  800-1000 words due in class.
March 11
Spring Break
March 18
Citizenship and the State


Required:  
Margot Canaday, The Straight State (2009)


Recommended: 
George Chauncy, Gay New York

George Sanchez, Becoming Mexican-American (1993)




            
Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements (1985)




            
James Gregory, The Southern Diaspora (2005)
Assignment: 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of Canaday’s evidentiary base in The Straight State?  800-1000 words due in class.
March 25
Racial Justice


Required: 
Thomas Sugrue, Sweet Land of Liberty (2008)




Jacquelyn Hall, “The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political 




Uses of the Past,” The Journal of American History Vol. 91:4



Recommended: 
Thomas Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis (1996)





Nancy MacLean, Freedom is Not Enough (2006)





Heather Thompson, Blood in the Water (2016)
Assignment:
What are Sugrue’s most significant historiographical interventions in Sweet Land of Liberty? 800-1000 words due in class.

April 1

Conservatism, Religion, and Political Culture



Required: 
Darren Dochuk, From Bible Belt to Sun Belt (2010)


Recommended: 
Bethany Moreton, To Serve God and Wal-Mart (2009)





Kim Phillips-Fein, Invisible Hands (2009)





Donald Critchlow, The Conservative Ascendency (2008)

Assignment:
Hoe does religion figure as a key category of analysis in Dochuk’s work?  800-1000 words due in class.

April 8

Liberalism, Politics, and Policy



Required:
Julian Zelizer, The Fierce Urgency of Now (2015)

Daniel Sargent, “Pax Americana,” in A Superpower Transformed  (2015)



Recommended:
Fred Logevall, Choosing War (1999)





Taylor Branch, Pillar of Fire (1998)

Beth Bailey, America’s Army (2009)





Daniel Immerwahr, Thinking Small (2015)

Assignment:
How convincingly does Zelizer explain the process of political change in the United States during the 1960s? 800-1000 words due in class.

April 15

Work, Labor, and the New Economy


Required: 
Jefferson Cowie, Stayin’Alive (2010)



Recommended: 
Judith Stein, A Pivotal Decade (2011)




Thomas Borstelmann, The 1970s (2013)

Assignment: 
Analyze the utility of Cowie’s methodology in explaining key aspects of historical change in the “1970s.”  800-1000 words due in class.
April 22

New Politics


Required:
Lily Geismer, Don’t Blame Us (2015)



Recommended:   Suleiman Osman, The Invention of Brownstone Brooklyn (2011)





Andrew Hartman, A War for the Soul of America (2015)

April 29

Post Modern America



Required: 
Daniel Rodgers, Age of Fracture (2011)



Recommended: 
David Hollinger, Postethnic America (2006)




Alice O’Conner, Poverty Knowledge (2001)

Assignment:
According to Rodgers, the market serves as the “dominant metaphor of the age” about which he is writing.
Do you find Rodgers’ claim convincing? 800-1000 words due in class.

May 6
    
Final paper due. 
Celebration
University Disability Policy

This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation. Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the Academic Achievement and Access Center (AAAC) at achieve@ku.edu or at 785-864-4064. 
Cheating Policy

No cheating or plagiarizing.  If you do you will receive an F for the course and will be reported to the chair of the department for further disciplinary action.
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