Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods Draft Minutes 
Via Zoom video conference 
February 16, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 
Participants: Phil Collison, Representative, East Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Sheri Ellenbecker, Resident, Sunset Hill Neighborhood Association; Travis Harrod, Representative, Springwood Heights Neighborhood Association, LAN President; Karen Heeb, Resident, Southsiders - North 1300 Road Neighborhood Association; Tresa Hill, Representative, Old West Lawrence Neighborhood Association; Holli Joyce, Representative, Schwegler Neighborhood Association; Lisa Larsen, Commissioner, City of Lawrence, West Hills Resident; ; Amber Sellers, Commissioner, City of Lawrence; Courtney Shipley, Mayor, City of Lawrence, Dad Perry Park Resident; Josh Spence, Representative, Pinkney Neighborhood Association, LAN Vice President; Dustin Stumblingbear, Resident, Pinkney Neighborhood Association; Kyle Thompson, Representative, Oread Residents Association, LAN Treasurer; Gary Webber, Representative, Sunset Hill Neighborhood Association, LAN Secretary; Bill Winkler, Resident, Barker Neighborhood Association
Accept minutes from January 19, 2021: Passed by acclamation.
Treasurer’s Report (Thompson): $3697.11 balance, 5 NA members, 2 personal members. 4 representatives present, quorum. 
Thompson reminded the members that it is time to renew our memberships. Dues are $25 for NAs, and $5 for individuals. Renewal information here.
Planning and Development Services (PDS) Neighborhood Report: No neighborhood report was published this month. Collison noted that the Planning Commission was published last Monday.  Neighbors are being contacted about a proposed annexation and development south of 6th, west of the SLT. 
Follow this link to view the current and previous updates.
New Business:
· Request from Metropolitan Planning Organization: Jessica Mortinger reported that our long-range transportation plan, PLAN 2040, is being updated. They would like a LAN representative on the steering committee for this update. Josh Spence volunteered to serve on this steering committee.
· Code Update Report: Harrod reported that the committee selecting a consultant is making progress.  He really likes the leading candidate.  If they confirm, the selection will go to the City Commission as a selection.
· Police Meeting Report:  Harrod met with the new Chief of Police and is impressed.  They had a good meeting and he was encouraged.  Joyce asked if he could attend a LAN meeting.  Harrod said he is interested, and will be checking with the department to see if there is anyone interested in attending LAN meetings.  Harrod hopes the Chief will attend the March or April meeting. Joyce asked if it would help if the neighborhoods submitted their Police related concerns.  
· Discussion of school closures and USD 497 redistricting: USD 497 has announced that they will not be closing schools this year.  There is still a budget shortfall, so cuts will still need to be made.  Stumblingbear has been watching the meetings. He reported that when the three options were put forward last week, the plan that generated the most money did not involve closing schools.  Option 3 appears to be the most viable option.  It involves reduction in services, sports, and support for teachers. It also involves reduction of energy costs by lowering temperatures in schools. Harrod stated lowering thermostats has been tried in other organizations with minimal success.
Harrod asked about other programs proposed for reductions.  Stumblingbear mentioned reduction in programs for gifted and troubled students, as well as staff positions. Heeb asked about reducing support staff.  Harrod stated this issue will be discussed. Stumblingbear reported that Option 3 included cuts in administrative salaries, and reduction in administrative positions.  Ellenbecker asked if the School Board has asked teachers what they could do without.  She thinks teachers should have input. They should be able to provide input without fear of reprisal.

Here is a link to the options: https://go.boarddocs.com/ks/usd497/Board.nsf/files/CBJQH56906B0/$file/Scenarios%20For%20the%20Board%20-%20Final.pdf
Neighborhood reports:
· Sunset Hill: no report. Ellenbecker has been traveling and is happy to be back in Lawrence where homeless folks are treated with respect.
· Old West Lawrence: Hell reported that they have been making progress with stormwater.  Data has been collected and solutions presented to neighborhood. A survey was provided, and the city seems ready to move forward.  Evidently the price tag is around $28 million. They are preparing to meet soon to discuss traffic safety mitigation.
· Oread Residents: Thompson reported that they have had good experiences with SeeClickFix.
· East Lawrence: Collison reported yard sale on April 9 at New York School.
· Barker: Winkler reported that equipment has be added to splash park and playground.
· Pinkney: Stumblingbear, Pinkney resident, reported he was not concerned about the snow. Spence reported there are two positions open on the board that need to be filled.
· Springwood Heights: Harrod reported some litigation ongoing on development on Crestline is moving through the courts.
· Brook Creek: 
· Heatherwood Heights: nothing to report.
· Schwegler: Joyce reported that SeeClickFix has been busy and seems to be working.
· Southsiders: nothing to report.
· Western Hills: Nothing new, they waiting for the start of the water tower project.
Announcements:
· Commissioner Sellers thanked the city social media outreach for keeping us up to date.
Sellers moved to adjourn, Thompson seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.  Submitted by Gary Webber, Secretary, on February 16, 2022. 
