Mayor and City Commission of Lawrence,

I have attached to this letter a draft resolution that the people of Lawrence, KS and our local chapter of Represent.Us are interested in passing. In sum, the purpose of this resolution is to have the City of Lawrence declare to our state representatives that strong anti-corruption reform is necessary in Kansas and that these state legislators should work to enact anti-corruption reforms as soon as possible. 

As a national organization, our ultimate goal is pass the American Anti-Corruption Act at the federal level. This is a comprehensive ethics reform law written by ethics lawyers from both the Bush and the Obama administrations, and includes provisions such as ending gerrymandering, implementing automatic voter registration, public disclosure of all campaign finances, among others. More information about this Act and our national organization can be found at anticorruptionact.org and represent.us, respectively.

As a local chapter though, we recognize that reforms like this are not going to come easily at either the federal level or in the state of Kansas. Therefore, it is necessary for us to start at the local level by passing non-binding resolutions in cities throughout Kansas. By building local support we hope to put enough pressure on our state representatives that they’ll take reform like this seriously and work to enact strong anti-corruption reform. Both of our chapters in Kansas formed in early 2017 and thus are relatively new. Therefore, if an anti-corruption resolution such as the one attached is passed in Lawrence, it would be the first of its kind in the state of Kansas. The current city commission has shown interest in making the city of Lawrence a leader in Kansas and we believe this is a considerable opportunity for our commission to demonstrate such leadership.

Additionally, our organization has over 5,000 supporters in the state of Kansas. Our chapter alone has collected over 120 petition signatures in support of an anti-corruption resolution in Lawrence since February of this year, and we would be happy to deliver a hard copy of these signatures to you. We have about 20 volunteers and four of the six candidates running for city commission this upcoming November have told us they would work to support a resolution such as this, including current City Commissioners Matthew Herbert and Lisa Larsen. 

Please let us know if you and current city commissioners are interested in working with us, as we would like to pass this resolution as soon as possible. You can reach me personally by email at rlietz@ku.edu or by phone at 281-229-1363. Our local chapter leaders would be happy to meet with any staff and commissioners to further discuss this resolution and continue taking steps together towards passing the first anti-corruption resolution in Kansas.
 
Thank you for your time and we look forward to hearing from you!
 
Rachel Lietz
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