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August, 2017
Old West Lawrence Association 
OWL DAY
Saturday, September 16
OWLA Garage and Art Sales 8:00 am – Noon
OWLA Street Party, 5:00 – 8:00 pm

Volunteer Sign-up: http://tinyurl.com/y9vngh5q
OWLA Street Party

     The street party held on the 700 block of Mississippi Street nearer the 7th Street end, is an eagerly anticipated event that brings together OWL neighbors for food, drink, and, most importantly, community – the chance to see old friends and neighbors and meet new ones. 

     Of course, this event would not exist without the help of many OWL volunteers and we request your (very brief) help to make this event happen. 
     Tables need to be set up for the favorite potluck dishes we encourage neighbors to share (please remember to tag your plate ware and utensils with your name/phone)! 
      We will again be collecting donations for Just Food and prefer shelf-life commodities.
     Finally, you might guess that holding this important event requires funding, from the OWLA treasury, so please donate whatever you can comfortably spare during the party as OWLA does not solicit annual dues from residents.
     Call or text Maren Bradley, 816-223-7784, or email marenfaye@gmail.com with any questions regarding the street party. 

-Maren Bradley
Newsletter


OWLA Garage/Yard Sale

     The annual OWLA garage sale has become a successful and fun tradition, especially with the addition of neighborhood artists showing and selling their work. 
    This year other neighborhoods will also be having sales so expect lots of shoppers.  We are asking participants to submit a 2-4 line description of their sale.  We will then post those on our website (http://oldwestlawrence.net ).   
      Include your address, hours of your sale (a minimum of 8 am until noon is suggested), location (alley, art studio, or porch) and a brief description of your offerings.   
    Send the information to Phil Minkin at pminkin@juno.com  by Monday, Sept.11 for an ad in the LJW telling people about the sale and directing them to the OWLA website. 
     As in past years, we ask each participant to share at least 15% of their sales to OWL to help promote OWLA activities. Remittances can be sent directly to treasurer, Steve Lopes 704 Ohio, or give it to him or Kathy Tuttle at the block party.   
-Phil Minkin

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods
      LAN continues in its watchdog role, keeping an eye on the decisions of the Planning Commission and the City Commission, especially about those issues that impact older neighborhoods.  Current issues include:

Sidewalks
      LAN continues to support proposals that the City take over the provision and repair of sidewalks from adjacent property owners.  These proposals are not being received well by the City which fears the budget impact of absorbing a new service.  Those supporting the City takeover of sidewalks differ on how the expenses should be funded with the choices generally drawing upon either sales taxes or property taxes.

Retail Expansion
      Developers want to add 500,000 square feet of retail space on South Iowa Street even though retail spending in Lawrence has been flat for several years.  Any new space would simply cannibalize spending away from existing shopping centers, including the downtown.  These shopping centers that lose customers become less viable.  LAN has opposed this shopping center. 
Downtown Grocery Store
      Developers want to build a new structure at 7th and New Hampshire Streets, where the former Border’s Bookstore was located. The new structure would contain a grocery; those involved claim that the downtown is a food desert.  Others find the food desert claim doubtful given that a full-scale grocery store is 10 blocks to the south.

     The developers have indicated that they will seek taxpayer subsidy for this project, but have not indicated the amount of subsidy needed.  LAN has supported efforts to revitalize the downtown, but it has also called for greater scrutiny of the subsidy amounts given to private developments.  LAN has yet to take a position on the proposal until the subsidy figures are known. -Kirk McClure, OWLA Rep to LAN
From the President

     Come celebrate the newly renovated Pinckney Elementary School at a Community Open House on Saturday, September 23 from 9:00 am - 12:00 noon.  OWLA will sponsor a table at the event, so stop by to see us. FYI, Pinckney has changed to an early start school; the regular schedule is:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 8:00 am – 3:05 pm, and Wednesday, 8:00 am – 1:35 pm.

     Some highlights:  The renovation has added a new art room, 2 kindergarten rooms with restrooms attached, 2 new fifth grade rooms, multiple learning pockets, a new cafeteria and kitchen.  The front entrance was moved from the Mississippi Street side of the building to the traditional front doors facing 6th Street.  The school now has updated safety locks on all classrooms and a secure entrance to the building, as well as a new drive and parking lot, fencing around the playground and landscaping.
    The Pinckney Tunnel remained opened through most of the renovation period, with the cooperation of the contractor, school district and city, making it easier and safer to cross Sixth Street.  During this time, OWLA and PNA volunteers kept it clean.  
     A huge thank you to: Deb Graber; Katharine Weickert; Kelly Barth; Jon, Barb and Harrison Heeb; Janice and Daniel Poull; Rosalea and Peter Carttar; LeAnn Ward; Susan King; and Linda and Doug McKay.  And special recognition goes to Jenny Skillman for her continuing care and protection of the Pinckney Tunnel murals. -Kathy Tuttle
February 25 OWLA Meeting Notes

     Approximately 28 neighbors attended and re-elected officers Kathy Tuttle, President, Phil Minkin, Vice President, Steve Lopes, Treasurer, and Mary Carson, Secretary. 
     The committee working on locating a grocery in downtown Lawrence, led by Dave Crawford and Steve Ruttinger, presented an update on the proposal for a full service grocery store at the Border’s structure, which will be razed.   

     Underground parking, a ground level grocery and upper level apartments (likely two levels) are planned. The developers will request public incentives for the project from the City of Lawrence and will apply for federal tax credits for the project. The apartment portion of the project will have a small affordable housing component. 
     OWLA members also discussed the Greyhound bus stop location, concerns with speeding cars in the neighborhood and neighborhood safety concerns. We also received an update on the Pinckney elementary school improvements.  -Mary Carson, Secretary
Downtown Grocery

       Our committee now includes the property owners and grocery store immediate neighbors of the 700 block of Rhode Island Street. This marks a new effort of working together as we go forward in support of our downtown grocery. Treanor Architects recently hosted an update, and we packed their conference room with virtually every neighboring property owner, neighborhood association representative, city commissioner and committee member in attendance.    

      Support and individual effort for this grocery store project continues to grow. We’re confident, yet we’re well aware of details that must be confronted to make this project good for our surrounding neighborhoods. The Downtown Grocery committee meets weekly, Thursdays at 9 am at the Capital City Bank conference room.                -Dave Crawford
Owl Applause Award

     The OWL Applause Award for summer 2017 goes to Mitchell and Susan Chaney at 726 Louisiana St. They moved in to the house in August of 2016 and have put a lot of love and care into redoing it. They removed all of the old bushes and garden beds to create a smooth design that highlights the wrap around porch and shows off the yard. Matt Fowler created the landscape design. They changed the house color from blue to tan with cream accents. 

-Theresa Shetler Logan
Any neighbors who are not on the OWLA email list are encouraged to send their email addresses to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:knemethtuttle@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �knemethtuttle@gmail. com�  











