Dear Planning Commissioners:				      	            7-25-16

As Chair of the Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods (LAN) I would like to remind you of the process that has taken place to develop the Design Guidelines and the Oread Overlay District. 

The decision to create these guidelines through adoption of neighborhood overlay districts was a major recommendation of the revised Oread Neighborhood Plan, studied in 2008 and 2009, and adopted by the city commission in January, 2010.   

The guideline process began after a $50,000 planning grant was awarded the city in May 2011 to help preserve and stabilize the historic Oread Neighborhood. In February of 2012 consultants from Urban Development Services, from Austin, Texas, were hired to work to assist city staff in examining possible issues to be included in an overlay  

The first presentation meeting by the consultants was in February 2012, followed by five other open stakeholder meetings and workshops, 4-13-12, 4-14-12, 5-3-12, 8-2-12, 8-28-12. The last August meeting was open for public comment following a presentation by the consultants to the city commission.  

A sub-committee was then formed by city planning staff.  It consisted of two members of the planning commission, and two members of the historic resources commission, and city staff.  Its charge was to review a draft set of recommendations, and create a document to be reviewed by the full HRC and planning commission and ultimately to this city commission. This subcommittee met over a dozen times in 2013. Preliminary work on a draft plan was understood to have been accomplished. Few meetings occurred in 2014 and in 2015. Five years have now gone by and we have yet to achieve a final approved document. 

The overlay districts should follow the guidelines of the Oread Neighborhood Plan which took two years to develop and included all stakeholders in the neighborhood. At this point in time our lower density portion of the neighborhood is being threaten by combining lots and building structures not in keeping with our neighborhood plan. The overlay district was intended to help protect Oread’s lower density zoned area (duplex) as well as protect the historic integrity of the entire neighborhood. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods would like to see the Design Guidelines and the Overlay district finally approved for review by the City Commission.  This effort has gone through an extensive public process. LAN looks forward to the conclusion of this process. Protection of our historic city neighborhoods is extremely important. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration, Candice Davis LAN Chair
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